
green light,” said Milligan, who
grows wheat, corn, soybeans,
navy beans and black beans with
his son, Mike.
Milligan

planned
to pro-
mote that
message
during a
tour of
his farm
operation
Tuesday
( A p r i l
16) by
members
of Farm-
ers for Free Trade, a non-profit or-
ganization that recently kicked off
a national tour in an effort to tell
the stories of farm families who
support expanding trade opportu-
nities for American agriculture.

“Farming is a way of life. For
me, the first day of spring is a re-
minder of this feeling. It ignites
that instinct all growers have
when we know it’s that time again
for us to begin planting,” Milligan
said.
“Farming has been in my family

for decades. I grew up on my fam-
ily’s farm in Cass City, and cur-
rently live there with my wife
Kristine and our two children.
Farming is so much in our blood
that even my son, after he gradu-
ated from Purdue, came back to
the farm. He makes the fifth gen-
eration of Milligans to continue
our operations.

“As a farmer, I do have a great
sense of pride, but recently things
have been challenging for all
growers,” Milligan noted. “We
have always been told that we
need to produce enough to feed,
not only our nation, but those that
are hungry around the world.
Technology and trade have greatly
improved the way that we farm.
Just look at the numbers. In 1860,
each U.S. farm fed an average of
15 people. In 2010, each farm
could feed more than 140 people.

“The American farmer has done
an amazing job of increasing pro-
ductivity, and markets overseas
have been developed in which
consumers look for U.S. and even
Michigan-labeled products. How-
ever, access to overseas markets is
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Kingston officials
plan to hire new

high school principal
Page 8

Owen-Gage extends
2018-19 school year

Page 6

About 50 attend
local hunger summit

Photos, page 16

ABOUT A DOZEN local residents turned out at Rawson Memorial District Li-

brary to meet with new 84th District state Rep. Phil Green (R-Millington) Fri-

day as he traveled across the Thumb to host constituent hours. Green, pictured

above at the head of the table, briefly covered several topics, including Michi-

gan’s proposed 45-cent gas tax hike, no-fault auto insurance reform and the

Air National Guard combat training proposal, as well as the uncertain future

of the state’s newest psychiatric hospital and whether it will be built in Caro.

UBLY SCHOOL Great Start Readiness Program

(GSRP) educator Briana Deacons teaches a vari-

ety of skills designed to help her students excel ac-

ademically as well as learn to get along with

others as they move from grade to grade, and in

life.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

As Ubly’s Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP) teacher, Briana
Deacons lays the groundwork for childrens’ educational and social
development.

This is the first school year the Ubly School District has offered
the GSRP after previously having no space to house the program.
That changed in April 2018, when the district bought the former RE-
Store Rustic Shabby Chic Furniture business along with the St. John
Evangelical Catholic Church Hall, located at 4454 N. Washington
St., and converted it into an early childhood learning center.
“The district had a Head Start program last year, but this is the first

year for GSRP. This is the first (structured) learning program for
many of them (kids),” Deacons said, noting the program is for three-
and four-year-olds.
Deacons, who is from Ubly, taught Head Start last year in the North

Huron School District. Ubly’s program is her second teaching posi-
tion.

“We provide a full day of school. GSRP has a special curriculum
that is taught. It teaches school readiness skills,” she explained. “It
focuses on social and emotional skills, and addresses the whole
child. Math literacy, cognitive, physical, emotional, language skills,
and self-regulation skills are taught.”
Deacons earned her teaching degree at Saginaw Valley State Uni-

versity. In order to teach in the GSRP, she had to earn an early child-
hood endorsement on her teaching certificate.
The first concept a child has to learn in the program is self-regula-

tion skills – a big challenge for both students to learn and Deacons

Please turn to page 4.

Deacons lays groundwork

for Ubly’s youngest students

Dave Milligan

County reps take
Caro Center cause
to Lansing meeting

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

A group of Tuscola County representatives traveled to Lansing Thurs-
day for a brief meeting in an effort to convince state officials to follow
through with plans to build a new psychiatric hospital to replace the
aging Caro Center.
A former state representative and a newly-hired consultant, meanwhile,

are both encouraging county officials to continue fighting to keep the
new state hospital in the wake of reports indicating new Michigan
Health and Human Services Director Robert Gordon decided in late
2018 to find another location and close the Caro Center altogether.

An ABC12 story recently outlined a series of emails, obtained via a
Freedom of Information (FOIA) request, revealed Gordon’s stand on
the issue dating back to December.
New Gov. Gretchen Whitmer subsequently placed a hold on construc-

tion of the new, $115 million psychiatric hospital in Caro pending an-
other study on the location, in spite of the fact that lawmakers have
already approved funding for the new hospital to be constructed in Caro.
Tuscola County officials and others met last week with a subcommittee

on the Caro Center.
Among those attending were county Controller Mike Hoagland, ASS-

CME Union Local 831 President Matt Campbell, consultant Jean Doss,
Tuscola Intermediate School District Superintendent Gene Pierce, and
water engineer Keyno Schellenbarger.

Schellenbarger, hired by the county to conduct a feasibility study of
using the wells onsite at the Caro Center for the new hospital, deter-
mined the wells could be used again at a much lower cost than the op-
tion of extending a water line 1.9 miles at a cost of $2.4 million, a
proposal that stalled due to disagreements between officials represent-
ing the city of Caro and Indianfields Township.

“We had about 10 minutes to make our point on why the hospital
should stay in the county. Keyno talked about the plan he has…on how

State moving forward
with county land sales

Milligan: Congress needs to
act on new trade agreement

Please turn to page 7.

Please turn to page 7.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

While the new psychiatric hospital construction in Caro remains in
limbo, state officials are moving ahead with plans to market some of
the land around the Caro Center.
Last fall the state indicated it was considering giving Tuscola County

several hundred acres of land that included part of the Caro Center’s
hospital acreage as well as a former prison site, provided county offi-
cials first established a land bank.
Because it was a good economic opportunity for the county, commis-

sioners immediately launched the process involved in setting up a land
bank. But in the midst of doing that, the state gave all of the land to the
Michigan Land Bank Fast Track Authority.
State officials posted a notice stating they were seeking proposals for

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Dave Milligan will tell you that
today’s farmers are producing
more food per farm than their
predecessors could have even
begun to imagine decades ago.
He’ll also tell you those same pro-
ducers could be forced to give up
farming without a stable and fair
export market.

The reason? Simple economics;
farmers have been hugely suc-
cessful in producing more food,
but without a dependable avenue
to sell all of their crops, they can’t
get the return on the investment
they need to say in business.

Milligan should know. He’s a
lifelong Cass City farmer, has
served as chairman of the Michi-
gan Wheat Program since 2011
and is currently vice president of
the National Association of Wheat

Growers.
Milligan is also a strong sup-

porter of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (USMCA), a vital
piece of legislation that updates
the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) and locks in
both access to the Mexican market
and improves the wheat grading
system in Canada.

President Donald Trump along
with Canadian and Mexican lead-
ers inked the plan in late Novem-
ber, but it won’t take effect until
the governmental bodies in all
three countries – including the
U.S. Congress — ratify the new
agreement.

“Trade is arguably the biggest
issue facing agriculture today. We
need to sell more product abroad
and we need our trading partners
to play by the rules – USMCA de-
livers on both accounts. Now, we
just need Congress to give it the
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Dr. Aaron R. Bardwell, son of
Thom and Karla Bardwell of Caro
and grandson of the late Twila
Bardwell, graduated cum laude
with a Doctor of Chiropractic De-
gree and salutatorian of the Mas-
ters of Oriental Medicine program
at Chicago’s National University
of Health Sciences (NUHS).

Dr. Bardwell graduated from
Cass City High School in 2009
and completed his undergraduate
degree at Northern Michigan Uni-
versity (NMU), where he earned a
Bachelor of Science Degree in bi-
ology with a physiology empha-
sis, graduating summa cum laude.

While at NMU, Bardwell also
earned recognition in the Alpha
Lambda Delta National Honors
Society, Mortar Board National
College Senior Honors Society
and the Alpha Epsilon Delta Na-
tional Health Professional Honors
Society, and logged more than 400
hours of community service in the
areas of leadership, diversity and
citizenship through the univer-
sity’s Superior Edge Program.

Dr. Bardwell is currently finish-
ing a four-year Doctorate of
Naturopathy (ND) Degree at
NUHS and will graduate in De-
cember of 2019. After graduation,
he plans to return to the Caro area
and open a clinic offering a full
range of chiropractic, integrative,
and alternative medicine with a
concentration on preventative care
and the strengthening of the
body’s natural ability to heal itself.

Dr. Aaron R. Bardwell

Cass City grad

recently earns

degree at NUHS

Ubly schools announce third

marking period honor roll 
Grade 12

Isaac Booms
Joshua Brandel*
Jaelynn Burton

Eli Emming
Amber Essenmacher

Rebekka Foster*
Katelyn Garner

Bethany Gornowicz*
Anna Greyerbiehl*

Haili Gusa*
Dylan Hagen

Payten Heleski*
Cassie Holdwick

Kelsey Knoblock*
Ethan Lemke

Parker Lipskey
Jaleesa Mattox

Mikayla McNeil
Anna Messing*
Nolan Murray*
Kylie Ogryski*

Arisa Osentoski*
Natalie Pallas

Nathan Particka
Rebecca Particka

Madelyn Peplinski
Alexis Pionk

Cheyenne Porzondek*
Ashley Puvalowski*

Brooke Ritter
Ryche Roggenbuck*
Sabrina Schumacher

Jason Smalley
Sadie Souva*

William Spicer Jr.
McKenzie Stomack*

Mackenzie Uhl
Mikaela Van Erp*
Mikkayla Verellen
Amanda Weaver
Carson Woolner
Nicholas Wright

Grade 11

Olivia Brown*
Grace Conley

Austin Cregeur*
Kali Dutcher

Zachary Garner
Grant Geiger*

Andrea Grifka*
Rachel Leppek
Claire Melnik

Hannah Melnik
Ellie Peruski

Griffin Peruski
Lacey Pionk

Caleb Powers
Isle Roggenbuck*
Hannah Schroeder

Jaiden Schulte*
Abigail Sorenson

Katelyn Sweeney*
Jaclyn Toth

Danielle Tschirhart
Danielle Umbreit

Alexia Vogel
Sierra Walker*

Jazmyn Warchuck*
Isaac Warczinsky

Grade 10

Alivia Bischer*
Kylee Brandt
Kendra Glaza

Josephine Gusa*
Cole Hagen

Katie Heilig*
Carson Heleski
Amanda Hill

Haley Klama*
Haley Krueger*

Allison Lautner*
Dajnae Leipprandt

Erin McCarty*
Reese McLellan*

Cole Messing
Shelby Messing*

Madison Michalski
Sarah Peplinski*
Samantha Souva*
Gabriel Sweeney*
Nolan Van Erp*

Elizabeth Weber*
Hally Ziehm 

Grade 9

Jenna Arntz*
Matthew Brandel
Alexander Foote
Nora Franzel*

Trinity Franzel*
Ethan Gillig

Katelyn Grifka*
Tess Grifka*

Alexiss Guigar*
Lindsey Guza

Theron Harris*
Ryan Hill

Carter Hughes
Lily Kieliszewski*

Kylie Maurer*
Hailey Mausolf
Logan Mueller*
Colin Oberski
Erick Schmidt
Myah Schulte*

Emma Smalley*
Annisa Smith
Leah Stringer*

Alexander Susalla
Kyle Sweeney

Hunter Walker*
Emma Widger

Grade 8

Haylee Arlitt
Joy Auman

Jeanna Bischer
Gabrielle Bukoski

Michael Cook
Elizabeth Glentz

Christopher Gosdzinski
Maze Gusa*

Abigail Guza*
Carly Guza
Mark Heilig
Cailee Janik
Jalyn Kolar

Aiden Mackowiak
Anthony McCarty*
Abigail Michalski

Jarrett Nast
DeLaney Peruski

Jace Susalla
Seth Sweeney
Andrew Vogel

Logan Volmering*
Samantha Warchuck

Samantha Warczinsky
Mercedes Wolschleger

Grade 7

Christopher Arlitt
Brianna Beaver
Rose Brilinski
Jadyn Brown

Landon Dekoski
Mitchell Foote*
Austin Franzel
Austin Gentner

Emily Greyerbiehl*
Colin Grifka
Utah Gusa*

Addison Hagen*

Aran Harris*
Mason Hughes

Erica Klee
Madeline Langenburg

Ryan Learman*
Kaleb Loomis
Julia Maurer
Seth Maurer

Jacob Messing
Wade Messing
Brett Mueller
Caiden Parker
Jenna Particka
Evan Peruski

Courtney Puvalowski
Leah Schumacher

Tori Shaltonis
Miranda Smigelski

Jaxson Susalla*
JaeLynn Wallace

Aaron Weber

*Denotes all A’s  
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Rabbit ears or bunny butts?

is over.
May you all have a blessed holiday, and Happy

Easter to all of the Cass City Chronicle readers.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

I’m a Jeopardy lover. I watch the television show
every night and have it recorded when I’m gone.
There are times when I’m able to answer a question
or two. Managing to answer five or six questions
right is a good night for me, but that doesn’t happen
very often.

I love learning little-known facts and collecting
trivia information. My saying is “I know a little about
a lot of things, but not very much overall.” But I still
love trivia and little-known facts.
I know “a lot” of money is spent on candy celebrat-

ing Easter, but I was surprised to learn just how
much. One news report pegged the amount spent on
Easter candy at $29 billion! The average amount
spent is about $150. That is one heck of a lot of jelly
beans and chocolate bunnies.

Regarding chocolate bunnies, the same survey
asked the age-old question of how people eat their
chocolate bunnies. There is a big debate on the proper
way to bite a bunny; some people chew off the ears
first, while others bite off the bunny’s butt first.
According to the survey, about 76 percent of those

who eat chocolate Easter bunnies attack the ears first.
Another Easter candy fact: Americans buy more

than 700 million Marshmallow Peeps, shaped like
chicks, as well as marshmallow bunnies and marsh-
mallow eggs, making them the most popular non-
chocolate Easter candy.
Americans consume 16 billion jellybeans at Easter.

If all the Easter jellybeans were lined end to end, they
would circle the globe nearly three times.

According to one website, jelly beans did not be-
come an Easter tradition until the 1930s, and they
were reportedly produced by Boston candy maker
William Schrafft, who ran advertisements urging
people to send jellybeans to soldiers fighting in the
Civil War.

Also, the survey noted that over 185 million eggs
are colored for the holiday. I can’t help wondering
how much money went into surveying all of those
different facts?

This year several websites showed unique ways to
decorate eggs. One method was to have a swirl de-
sign on eggs. That was done by taking a pile of plain,
white shaving cream, mixing in some food coloring
and rolling the eggs in that. One suggestion was tak-
ing the egg and gently cracking the shell and dipping
it in the food-colored water. When the egg was pealed
it has the chip designs in color.

A different option called for taking the egg out of
the shell and dunking it in coloring to turn the entire
egg white a different color. There was a method
showing eggs tied up in material and boiled that way
so it left an imprint from the material on the egg shell.

Anyway, back to eating chocolate Easter bunnies.
What’s the best way to approach this treat — the ears
or the butt? I really don’t remember which part I eat
first. I guess I will have to report back when Easter
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Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent last week re-
ported his staff destroyed by incinerator nearly 199
pounds of old and unwanted prescription pills that
citizens have dropped off in the lobby at the sher-
iff’s department in Caro.

“Keep up the good work getting rid of your un-
used pills so they do not fall into the wrong hands,”
Skrent stated in a post on the department’s Face-
book page. “Remember, the entrance to the jail
lobby is open 24 hours, 7 days a week. All you
have to do is walk in and (empty) your pill bottles
into the receptacle.”

Tax hikes, not roads,
the larger priority?

Guest editorial
by James M. Hohman
director of fiscal policy

Mackinac Center for Public Policy

I don’t believe that the state needs $2.5 billion in ad-
ditional revenue to fix the roads. I don’t believe this be-
cause the governor only asks to spend $1.9 billion more
on roads. She calls for $2.5 billion in higher fuel taxes,
though. The difference goes to other budget priorities.
Still, there have been regular calls that the state needs

$2.5 billion more for roads. The number is a mystery.
It is reiterated with confidence, but there are reasons
to doubt it. After all, this is a long-term estimate, and
a lot can affect the market for road-building materials
and labor. More revenue for roads may also affect the
costs of building and fixing them.

The number required to “fix the roads” presumably
accounts for their current condition. But state and local
governments don’t track the condition of all roads.
Good numbers exist for trunkline roads — the M-, US-

, and I-designated roads that are eight percent of lane
miles but carry over half of the traffic in the state. And
there are numbers for local roads that receive heavier
traffic. But there is no widely accepted measure for the
quality of most roads in Michigan. So there is a big
question mark over how much is needed. Frankly, that
lack of measurement could understate the needs.
If “fix the roads” only means fixing the roads that are

measured, then lawmakers could simply spend more on
the roads that they measure and less on those they
don’t.

The ambiguity around the $2.5 billion figure also
should call into question whether it includes the recent
increases in transportation spending. Before the cur-
rent debate, lawmakers and road interest groups had
centered around $1.2 billion as necessary to keep the
roads from falling apart. And they got more than what
they asked for, over time.

In fiscal year 2011, Michigan spent $1.97 billion in
state funds on transportation. That amount gradually
increased to $2.59 billion in fiscal year 2016, with a
lot of the gains coming from general revenue sources
instead of fuel and vehicle registration taxes.

Then lawmakers replaced the general taxes with
money from fuel and vehicle registration tax hikes.
They also scheduled some of the state’s income tax to
go to the transportation budget, and rediscovered some
extra money from elsewhere in the state budget. Be-
tween the new income tax earmark, the tax hike, and
the extra money, the state is now spending $3.64 billion
annually on roads. The income tax earmark itself will
push state spending up to $4.10 billion by the 2021 fis-
cal year.

All told, that’s $2.13 billion more in revenue for the
roads, found over a decade. That’s a 69-percent in-
crease in state funding above inflation.
If something is a priority, then it ought to take prece-

dence over other budget priorities. Calling for $2.5 bil-
lion in new taxes to spend $1.9 billion on the roads
demonstrates that tax hikes are a larger priority than
the roads themselves.
I believe our transportation managers when they say

that they need more money to put the roads into better
condition. How much is a different question, and the
latest calls exaggerate the evidence and ignore the in-
creases that lawmakers have already found.

The Cass City Chronicle
welcomes letters to the

editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

**********         
Some Michigan taxpayers who file a state income

tax return may receive a letter from the Michigan
Department of Treasury asking for more informa-
tion to confirm their identity.

The letters are a result of the state Treasury De-
partment’s efforts to protect individuals from cy-
bercriminals, who attempt to file state income tax
returns on behalf of unsuspecting taxpayers and
steal refunds. After a taxpayer confirms his or her
identity by taking a short online quiz or submitting
paperwork, the tax refund will be issued in about a
month.
A phone option is available as an alternative to the

online quiz.
“If you receive one of these letters, please follow

the instructions carefully,” said Deputy State Treas-
urer Glenn White, who oversees Treasury’s Tax
Administration programs. “When we detect some-
thing that may not be right with a tax return, we ask
for additional information to protect the taxpayer.”
Taxpayers who have been recent victims of iden-

tity theft are asked to report their circumstances to
the state Treasury Department. Reporting identity
theft helps thwart cybercriminals who attempt to
file returns and steal state tax refunds. 

Since 2016, the state Treasury Department’s in-
creased security measures protected more than
4,500 taxpayers who confirmed their identity was
stolen and used to request state of Michigan income
tax refunds. This prevented more than $19 million
from being distributed to scammers.

To learn more about identity theft, go to
www.michigan.gov/identitytheft. For more infor-
mation about state income taxes, go to www.michi-
gan.gov/incometax.

**********      
Tax Day, April 15, is always special at the Haire

house. Not because of any financial windfall, but
because it marks another year of marriage for
Karen and I. This year we celebrated our 25th an-
niversary.
I thought that was pretty extraordinary – and it is

– but dulls in comparison to Editor Tom Mont-
gomery and his wife Deb, who have been married
for 37 years.

**********
National Arbor Day is Friday, April 26, this year,

and the Arbor Day Foundation is making it easy for
anyone to celebrate the annual tree-planting holi-
day. Join the Foundation in April and receive 10
free shade trees.
By joining the Foundation in April, new members

receive the following trees: red oak, sugar maple,
weeping willow, baldcypress, thornless honeylo-
cust, pin oak, river birch, tuliptree, silver maple and
red maple.

The free trees are part of the Foundation’s Trees
for America campaign.
“These trees provide shade in the summer and vi-

brant colors throughout the fall,” said Matt Harris,
chief executive of the Arbor Day Foundation.
“Through the simple act of planting trees, one per-
son can make a difference in helping to create a
healthier and more beautiful planet for all of us to
enjoy.”
The trees will be shipped postpaid with enclosed
planting instructions at the right time for planting
in April or May. The 6- to 12-inch trees are guar-
anteed to grow or they will be replaced free of
charge.
To become a member of the Foundation and re-
ceive the free trees, visit arborday.org/april or send
a $10 contribution by April 30 to: Arbor Day Foun-
dation, Ten Free Shade Trees, 100 Arbor Avenue,
Nebraska City, NE 68410.

**********   
The Sanilac County Courthouse has a newly cre-

ated Victim/Witness Room. According to a story in
the Tribune Recorder Leader, grant funding has
been secured to create a private space for victims
and witnesses to use while awaiting court proceed-
ings.
The room includes a TV, board games, magazines,

bottled water and coffee. The grant funding also
provides a meal allowance for victims and wit-
nesses that must be present during lunch or dinner
hours. 
The grant dollars are made available from Crime

Victims Rights fees that defendants are ordered to
pay as part of their sentences.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Billy L. Manning, 41, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to two counts
of child abuse, third degree, July
20 in Vassar Township.

The court proceeded directly to
sentencing, ordering Manning to
pay court costs and fines totaling
$735.

*Gary L. Conaway, 43, Caro,
pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor Dec. 1 in Juniata
Township.

The court proceeded directly to
sentencing, ordered the defendant
to pay costs and fines totaling
$1,185.

*Alicia M. Palmreuter, 28,
Reese, received a one-year de-
layed sentence following her
please of guilty to charges of as-
saulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer and operating a
motor vehicle with a high BAC
(blood alcohol content) Oct. 12 in
Denmark Township.

She was placed on probation for
12 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,308.
*Roy Kenneth-Edward Little III,

36, Elsie, was sentenced to 74
days in the county jail following
his plea of guilty to possession of
marijuana or a synthetic equiva-
lent June 20, 2017, in Caro. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (two prior felony
convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $1,008 plus attorneys fees
of $500.

*Nickolas D. Morris, 20, Birch
Run, pleaded guilty to larceny in
a building June 4 in Arbela Town-
ship, and in a separate case he
pleaded guilty to possession of a
controlled substance Dec. 28 in
Indianfields Township. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (two prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at a combined $18,000.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.
*Wayne F. Nelson, 42, Otisville,

pleaded no contest to domestic vi-
olence, third offense, Dec. 14 in
Watertown Township. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (two prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Blaine T. McGowan, 30, Caro,
pleaded no contest to larceny in a
building April 9-14 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Debra K. Stepnioski, 45, Clyde,

pleaded no contest to charges of
attempted disarming a police offi-
cer, operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of
liquor, and assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer Dec. 1
in Kingston Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*William O. Sandlin, 36, Caro,
pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor Jan. 2 in Caro. 

The court proceeded directly to
sentencing, ordered the defendant

to pay costs and fines totaling
$1,185.
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����		�� Sanilac deputies continue probe 
into recent juvenile crime spree 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s
deputies are continuing to sort out
a crime spree involving property
damage and theft in the Deck-
erville area earlier this month.
The investigation has since led to

the identification of at least eight
suspects, most of them juveniles,
according to Sanilac County Sher-
iff Garry Biniecki, who reported
the probe unfolded April 6 when
deputies were dispatched to Wil-
son Park regarding a four-wheeler
being driven recklessly.

“Deputies responded to the area
and located an unoccupied four-
wheeler and an abandoned 1999
GMC Jimmy,” Biniecki said.
“Deputies were able to determine

that the GMC Jimmy was stolen
from a residence in the 3300 block
of Main Street in Deckerville.
“While deputies were processing

the scene, a mother of a 17-year-
old male from the 2300 block of
Maple Street in Deckerville called
into dispatch and stated that her
son had just arrived home and
learned that he had taken her four-
wheeler ATV from her mother’s
shed…without permission,”
Biniecki said. “It was then learned
that a 14-year-old male from Car-
sonville, in addition to a 16-year-
old male from Deckerville, were
with the 17-year-old male from
Deckerville while they were dam-
aging property at Wilson Park.”

Deputies, who utilized the de-
partment’s drone to help process
the scene, arrested the 17-year-old
suspect. His name was not re-

leased pending his formal arraign-
ment on charges.

According to Sgt. Matt Arm-
strong, additional investigation
and interviews related to the
stolen GMC vehicle resulted in of-
ficers recovering stolen property,
including guns, and the informa-
tion gathered could “potentially
solve at least nine crimes, with at
least eight subjects being involved
over the course of several months
in the Deckerville area.
“All of the subjects were not nec-

essarily associated with the same
crimes, and most of the subjects
are believed to be juveniles,”
Armstrong said, adding, “The
Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office
and the Deckerville Police De-
partment are still working on this
very active case.”

to teach.
“They have to learn to sit and pay attention (and) learn to listen with

a purpose when they would rather go play. They work on being able to
stay with a challenging task. They have to learn social skills, they have
to learn to ask for a toy rather than just grabbing it when they want it.
That is also a big one to teach,” said Deacons.

“Because for most of the children this is their first school experience
outside of daycare, I would say over half of them don’t have any expe-
rience with other children of their age group, so getting them to learn
routines and rules is a big change. That is the biggest challenge as a
GSRP teacher — getting them to learn routines.”
The GSRP prepares students to take the next step in their education.
“GSRP gives them the skills they are going to have to use,” said Dea-

cons. “I enjoy teaching them the skills to get along with other kids, their
letters and counting. Those are the tools they will have to use for the
rest of their lives.
“This prepares them for going into the young fives program or kinder-

garten.”
Research has shown that children who have a high quality preschool

experiences are more prepared for kindergarten, perform at a higher
level throughout school, are more likely to graduate high school, and
have a greater chance of attending college.

Both GSRP and Head Start are tuition-free preschool programs for
those who qualify.

Deacons laying groundwork
Continued from page one.

Snover woman hurt in crash
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A Snover area woman suffered minor injuries in a single-vehicle traffic
crash Sunday morning in Sanilac County’s Lamotte Township, Sanilac
County Sheriff’s deputies reported.

The accident was reported at about 10:20 a.m., according to Sgt.
Michael Moore, who said the preliminary investigation indicates the
41-year-old driver was traveling southbound on VanDyke Road, near
Sanilac Road, in a 2002 Dodge Durango when she lost control of her
vehicle on the wet roadway.

“The vehicle entered the ditch on the east side of the road and over-
turned in the bottom of the ditch,” Moore said. “The driver was able to
free herself from the vehicle prior to emergency personnel arriving at
the scene.
“The female sustained minor injuries and was treated by Sanilac EMS

personnel at the scene, but refused further treatment,” he noted. “The
driver was wearing a seatbelt at the time of the accident, and alcohol
does not appear to be a factor.”

Moore did not release the woman’s name pending completion of the
investigation, which is continuing.
The Lamotte Township Fire Department assisted deputies at the scene.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Healthy eating?
I’m in trouble...

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2014)

Members of the Deford Dazzlers
are gearing up for their third con-
secutive appearance in the Team
America Rocketry Challenge, the
world’s largest model rocketry
competition, next month in The
Plains, Va. Team members are
Christopher Hansen, Jesse Stark,
Chrysler Parrish, William Web-
ster, Alexander Hansen, Peter
Hansen and Caroline Gordon.

Tuscola County Sheriff Lee
Teschendorf recently presented
his department’s 2013 Officer of
the Year Award to 20-year depart-
ment veteran Deanna Marshall.

Cass City native David Janssen
Jr., a senior at Saginaw Valley
State University studying fine art,
is exhibiting 10 of his original
pieces — artwork combining
spray paint, collage, free-hand
drawing and a variety of mixed
media — at Artistic Expressions
Gallery in Cass City this month.
Eric Churchill, Cass City, earned

a 2014 Michigan International
Racing Association (M.I.R.A.)
Rookie of the Year trophy pre-
sented to the Red Hawk senior
during the M.I.R.A. year-end ban-
quet held at the Midland Holiday
Inn. The 19-year-old snowmobile
racer finished tops in the Semi Pro
Open 600, Semi Pro Stock 600
and Semi Pro Enduro classes to
bring home the prestigious award.

10 YEARS AGO (2009)

The College of Business and
Management at Saginaw Valley
State University recently inducted
13 students, including Libby
Doerr of Cass City, into the Beta
Gamma Sigma Honor Society.
Membership to the honor society
is available to students in pro-
grams accredited by AACSB In-
ternational, the Association to
Advance Collegiate Schools of
Business. SVSU received accred-
itation in 2003. To qualify, under-
graduate students must rank in the
top 7 percent of their class as a
junior or the top ten percent as a
senior. MBA students must rank in
the top 20 percent of their class.

The fall semester dean’s list at
Saginaw Valley State University
includes several students from the
Cass City area who earned grade
point averages of 3.4 to 3.99 while
enrolled in at least 12 credit hours
of classes. They are Jessica L.
Bellew, Alyssa L. Cryderman,
Libby J. Doerr, Paula L. Fluegge,
Erik A. Helwig, Aimee M. Hen-
nessey, Allison R. Hillaker, Jessica
L. McConnell, Sean W. McFar-
land, Janell M. Papovich, Lindsey
R. Speirs, Jason A. Speirs, Re-
becca A. Sweeney, Jennifer L.
Tenbusch, Jeffery D. Tenbusch,
Jenna M. Timko and Rachel Whit-
taker.
Several area residents have been

named to the president’s list at
Saginaw Valley State University
for outstanding academic achieve-
ment during the fall semester. To
be named to the list, a student
must earn a perfect 4.0 grade point
average while enrolled in at least
12 credit hours of classes. Area
residents named to the list are:
Trey A. Helwig, Brittany A. Kar-
avas, Leah M. Sherman and Ash-
ley N. Timon, all of Cass City;
Katie N. Swiastyn of Gagetown;
Joshua M. Campbell and Candy
K. Collins, both of Kingston;
Wendy J. Errer of Owendale; and
Lauren B. Ruthko of Ubly.

25 YEARS AGO (1994)

Cass City High School Principal
Russell Biefer recently announced
the valedictorians and salutatorian
for the 1993-1994 school year.
The 3 valedictorians graduating
with a perfect 4.0 grade point av-
erage are David L. Bills, Stacey A.
Klinkman and Lindy VanVliet.
Sara Wright is this year’s salutato-
rian, with a 3.977 grade point av-
erage.

Terry and Colleen Sweeney of
Cass City are the parents of a
daughter, Heather Renee, born
April 7 at Huron Memorial Hos-
pital in Bad Axe. She weighed 8
pounds, 1-1/2 ounces and was 21
inches long. Heather was wel-

Since I’m not in my 40s anymore, I pay more attention these days to
watching my diet and trying to eat healthier – more fruits and vegeta-
bles, etc. – and it seems to be paying off in how I feel in general.

But I’m not patting myself on the back.
How can I? Every time I treat myself to something really good, like a

brownie, I’m reminded of the ridiculous recommended serving
sizes/portions you can find on just about every package containing said
goodies.
I’ve always been the sort of guy who leans towards moderation. Okay,

so that’s not true at all, but I do put some effort into limiting my brownie
intake to, say, two at a time, only to learn that a quarter of one of those
brownies is the recommended serving size.
In what universe? I mean, what sort of culinary masochist stays up all

night coming up with these numbers?
Probably the same guy who is certain to tell me that the recommended

serving size of fruit is a thousand grapes or six bananas.
I’m all for keeping an eye on grams of fat, protein, etc., but even the

experts out there can’t seem to decide – or agree for any length of time
on – which foods will kill us and which foods will improve our chances
of living to be 100.
It’s a wonder our parents and grandparents ever survived long enough

to raise families, given all those guilt-free egg-and-bacon breakfasts,
big juicy steaks and rich desserts served in their homes over the years.
Not to mention the fun of being around when grandma was baking cook-
ies or cake, which was always accompanied by the opportunity to snitch
a little raw cookie dough or a spatula to clean out the bowl.
Now, you pick up a box of cereal you liked as a kid and the directions

imply you’re a glutton if you surpass the recommended serving of two-
thirds of a cup.
Seriously, does anyone really look at the serving size of anything worth

savoring and then carefully measure out that one serving, close the
package and put it away until next time?
I couldn’t resist the temptation to take a look at the “family size” bag

of cheddar cheese and sour cream potato chips (yeah, the really good
ones) I picked up a few days ago. According to the information on the
10-ounce bag, a portion is one ounce.

Whatever.
My guess is that some sort of Big Brother agency forces food compa-

nies to include all of that useless information on their packaging without
having put any thought into the packaging itself.

I mean, if they’re really that serious about portion sizes – and not
counting on you to wolf down half the box or bag in one sitting – why
didn’t they include some sort of Ziploc-type closure to keep the contents
nice and fresh?

The same goes for those sweet cereals – you’re telling me that after
decades of churning out millions of boxes of Lucky Charms, no one has
ever thought to incorporate an economical way to give the customer a
way to tightly seal the uneaten portion?

But I digress.
I suppose, in the end, sticking to eating “one portion” probably doesn’t

matter all that much, considering longevity is affected by so many fac-
tors beyond diet, including lifestyle choices, family history, etc.

Sure, you can eat the healthiest diet, force yourself to exercise regu-
larly and drink plenty of water, but you’re going to die anyway, right?

Just the same, I do considerable walking and outdoor work, eat two
or three pieces of fruit every day, I don’t go crazy with the chocolate,
and I’ve cut out some, although not all, unhealthy things altogether.
As long as the doctor tells me my blood pressure and cholesterol num-

bers are still good every year, however, I’m going to have a piece of
that strawberry cheesecake, because you can’t measure delicious in
grams as far as I’m concerned.

Who knows, maybe I’ll even have two portions.

a 7-1/2 year old brother, Delbert,
and a 5-year-old sister, Jennifer.

Navy Seaman Recruit Patrick F.
Smoly, son of Florence M. Dun-
can of 6700 N. Van Dyke Road,
Cass City, has completed recruit
training at the Naval Training
Center, San Diego. During the
eight-week training cycle, he stud-
ied general military subjects de-
signed to prepare him for further
academic and on-the-job training
in one of the Navy’s 85 basic oc-
cupational fields. Included were
seamanship, close-order drill,
Naval history and first aid. He
joined the Navy in February.

50 YEARS AGO (1969)  

Private First Class John M. Bus-
tos, 20, son of Mrs. Mary J. Bus-
tos of Gagetown, returned to Fort
Riley, Kansas, recently following
participation in Exercise Reforger
I, whereby the 24th Infantry Divi-
sion was flown to the Federal Re-
public of Germany to take place in
NATO maneuvers. United States
Air Force C141 Starlifter Aircraft
were used to take the 24th back to
Germany and return to the States,
an 8 to 10 hour trip from Forbes
Air Force Base, Kansas, to Ger-
many. This 24th Division soldier
is a member of Headquarters
Troop, 2nd Squadron, 9th Cavalry.

SP-5 Eugene Izydorek was hon-
ored at a dinner Sunday at Shab-
bona Hall. Around 50 relatives
and friends attended. Izydorek,
son of Mrs. Louise Izydorek and
the late Val Izydorek, was dis-
charged from the service April 5
after spending a year in Vietnam.
Izydorek’s wife met him at Metro-
politan Airport Sunday, April 6,
and they arrived in Cass City April
7. After a trip to Florida the Izy-
doreks plan to live in Pontiac.

75 YEARS AGO (1944)

The promotion of Kenneth L.
Nowland, 28, of Rochester, N. Y.,
ball turret gunner on the Flying
Fortress, “Sack Artist,” from the
rank of sergeant to staff sergeant
has been announced by the Eighth
AAF Headquarters in England.
Staff Sergeant Nowland is the
husband of Mrs. Ruth E. Nowland
of Rochester, and son of Mrs.
Mark E. Nowland of Cass City.
Before entering the army, he was
a core maker and was formerly a
student of Cass City high school.

Cass City friends of Andrew
(Andy) J. Bolla, formerly of Cass
City, will be interested to learn of
his recent marriage. He and Miss
Jenny Cook Wilson, third daugh-
ter of Mrs. Dickson, of Paisley,
Scotland, were united in marriage
at the Abbey in the same city by
the Rev. C. Gutherie Cooper, D.
D. Andy left the States over a year
and a half ago and since has been
in Iceland and England. He has
been in the Army service before
Pearl Harbor. Andy and his
brother, Daniel C. Bolla, lived in
Cass City for 12 years, before he
left for the Army. 

100 YEARS AGO (1919)

I. B. Auten, E. W. Jones and Mrs.
A. J. Knapp, members of the Elk-
land township committee of the
Earle Memorial highway, attended
a meeting held at Imlay City Fri-
day where little differences re-
garding the proposition were
ironed out and the plans and spec-
ifications as outlined in the blue
prints exhibited were adopted. A
committee was appointed Friday
to go to Lansing to appear before
the legislature in the interest of the
proposition. The adoption of the
plans, and specifications is most
pleasing news to Cass City citi-
zens as it brings the Earle Memo-
rial highway from a point four
miles east straight past the Earle
monument to the corner of Main
St. and Seeger St. 

Corp. John J. McIntosh arrived
in Cass City Monday on his way
to his parental home in Sheridan
after serving several months in
overseas service. He will return to
Detroit after a short visit in Sheri-
dan, where he has a good position
awaiting him with the Superior
Sand and Gravel Co. in Cass City.

comed home by her sisters, Jen-
nifer and Rebecca. Grandparents
are Gerald and Donna Auten and
Ed and Janet Sweeney, all of Cass
City. Great-grandparents are Mr.
and Mrs. Lloyd Bader and Mr. and
Mrs. Ray Fleenor, all of Cass City,
and Mr. and Mrs. Lester Greyer-
biehl and Mrs. Mary Sweeney, all
of Bad Axe. 
Cass City’s Students of the Week

are members of the English Aca-
demic Games Track Team. Pic-
tured are Dennis Meck, coach,
Lindi Parrott, daughter of Rick
and Deb Parrott, Amy Burns,
daughter of Jack and Sherry
Burns, Sarah Wright, daughter of
Art and Sharon Wright. Missing
are Lindy VanVliet, daughter of
Richard and Mary VanVliet and
Lisa Wallace, daughter of Richard
and Judy Wallace.

35 YEARS AGO (1984)  

Kingston High School has
named the top graduates of the
Class of 1984. Cathleen Szostak,
daughter of Walter and Eleanor
Szostak, Bevens Road, Kingston,
is valedictorian. Michael Byers,
son of Artie and Chris Byers, Eng-
lish Road, Silverwood, is salutato-
rian.

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Hutchinson,
Greg, Jill and Joan and Mr. and
Mrs. Lyle Lounsbury arrived
home April 8 from Kansas City,
Mo., where they attended April 7
the wedding of Rodney Hutchin-
son and Eileen Huhmann. A re-
ception for the newlyweds was
held in Cass City Saturday
evening at the Masonic Temple.
Other relatives of the groom who
attended the wedding included
Mr. and Mrs. James Halsey of
Pickford and Mr. and Mrs. John
Sting of Lafayette, Ind. 

Four area residents have been
named to the dean’s list for the
winter term at Saginaw Business
Institute. They are Bonnie Harper
and Amy Palmer, both of Cass
City, and Janet Lenda and Janet
Metzger, both of Owendale. A
grade point average of at least 3.5
is needed to be named to the
dean’s list.

Rawson Memorial Library has
announced winners of its National
Library Week contests last week.
Children who won Superman
posters in a drawing were Tina
Mozden, Angie Rhodes, Patti On-
drajka and Peter Khoury. Isla
Cook won the American Library
Association nylon tote bag by
having the closest guess on the
number of items checked out dur-
ing the week. There were 931
items checked out. Her guess was
950.

40 YEARS AGO (1979) 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Esau and
Anne had as Easter guests, Mrs.
Grey Lenzner and her father, Fred
Jaus, of Bad Axe, Horace Croft of
Ubly, Miss Mary Beth Esau of
Kalamazoo, Mrs. Esther Benkel-
man, Leonard Striffler and the
Misses Katie Crane, Laura Maier
and Muriel Addison.

Mrs. Genevieve Erla celebrated
her 77th birthday at her home
April 12. Eight of her 12 children
including six daughters-in-law
and many grandchildren were
present. Ice cream and cake were
served. Mrs. Erla was showered
with many gifts.

Mr. and Mrs. Royce Russell of
Gagetown had as Easter dinner
guests, Susan Russell, who at-
tends CMU at Mt. Pleasant, Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Russell and two
children of Bay City. Mr. and Mrs.
John Elsesser of Reese and their
two-week-old daughter, Elizabeth
Ann, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Gold-
ing, Betty Jo Agar, Mr. and Mrs.
Edward Golding, Jr. and daughter
Deb and their son, Mike
Klinkman of Ann Arbor and Dur-
rell Caister.
Born April 16, in Hills and Dales

General Hospital by Caesarean
section, twin boys to Mr. and Mrs.
Bill Aubry of Cass City, Each
baby weighed four pounds and
eight ounces. They are named
Jonathon Lee and Joseph Lee and
were transferred to Saginaw Gen-
eral Hospital. The babies will join
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A NEW YORK Times best-selling author — Kelly DiPucchio – recently visited with

Cass City Elementary School students, who enjoyed listening to her share her stories.

She talked about how she became a writer, the writing and editing process, and how

to come up with good ideas to write about. DiPucchio has authored several books for

children, including “Grace for President” and “Clink.” A native of Warren, she at-

tended Michigan State University, where she graduated in 1989 with a degree in child

psychology and development.

Author, author!

Owen-Gage extends school year
by Mary Drier

For the Chronicle

Students in the Owendale-Gage-
town School District will have to

wait a little longer to celebrate the
age-old anthem “No more pencils,
no more books…” this year.

The Owen-Gage Board of Edu-
cation has expanded the school
year by one week due to the num-
ber of days missed because of bad
weather.

“Our district had missed 14 ‘act
of God’ days because of the
weather. We received the standard
six days forgiven by the state, and
I applied for the additional three-
day waiver and received that,” ex-
plained school Supt. Terri
Falkenberg. “Then, we have to
make up the other days. So, we
had to add five more days of
school to meet the number of
hours and days required by the
state.”

With the extension, the last day
of school will now be Friday, June
14.

Falkenberg pointed out the date
would have been even later had
the district not received a state
waiver to be able to start classes
three days before Labor Day. Pre-
viously, schools were prohibited
from starting the school year be-
fore Labor Day.

Falkenberg said she isn’t sure if
14 days of missed school is a
record or not at Owen-Gage.

“I think there was another year
where schools missed that many

days. I remember hearing some
schools did classes on Saturdays
in order to make up the required
time,” she added.

Another date to remember is
Monday, June 3. That will be the
day for parents, grandparents and
other senior citizens to have lunch
at the school with the children and
to see their projects. It will also be
a field day for students. If the
weather is nice, the event will be
in the Gagetown Village Park.

“We have ‘grandparent day’
twice a year. We have one in the
spring and in the fall. It started out
for just kindergarten through fifth-
grade students, but we opened it
up last year to be school-wide,”
Falkenberg noted. “The NHS (Na-
tional Honor Society) students do
the lunch for the K-five students.
For the middle and high school,
we use a little different approach
— the students in the upper grades
serve the elderly lunch.”
According to Falkenberg, there is

a reason for multi-generation get-
togethers.
“Part of the reasons for doing this

is family engagement. Getting
parents, grandparents involved. It
has had a wonderful response,”
she said.

In other business, the board
noted teacher contract negotia-
tions are underway with the dis-
trict’s 11 teachers. The current
contract expires June 30.
The board also approved a senior

trip to Indianapolis May 22-24,
and the high school band’s trip
June 1 to Cedar Point.

Sheriff discusses

Internet scams

with FBI official

Nearly every week Tuscola
County Sheriff Glen Skrent re-
ports that a resident has fallen vic-
tim to an internet scam of one sort
or another.

Such incidents are becoming so
prolific, the supervisor of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
- Flint office met with Skrent ear-
lier this month.

““We did discuss…these inter-
net/email scams we are all inun-
dated with,” said Skrent. “He
requests if you get this type of
scam to please use their (FBI)
website to report it. Nationally,
they do have a unit that works on
them.”

The website is
https://www.ic3.gov.

Internet fraud is the use of inter-
net services or software to defraud
victims or to otherwise take ad-
vantage of them. These crime
schemes account for the theft of
millions of dollars each year from
victims and continue to plague the
Internet through various methods.
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News briefs

Letter campaign set May 4
CARO — There will be a letter writing campaign at the Caro District
Library Saturday, May 4, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., to generate ad-
ditional support in the effort to convince state officials to construct a
new psychiatric hospital in Caro, a project previously approved by the
Snyder administration but recently placed on hold by the new governor
and her administration.
Letters will be written to Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, asking her to move

forward with the building of the new state psychiatric hospital. Pens,
paper, envelopes, talking points, etc., will be provided.

Those unable to attend are asked to send their own letter to Whitmer
in care of her office at P.O. Box 30013, Lansing, MI 48909.

Tire collection dates now set
TUSCOLA COUNTY — Tuscola County Mosquito Abatement and
Tuscola County Recycling are again partnering to collect unwanted
tires.

The following communities have signed up to participate in the pro-
gram:

*Columbia Township will host a collection Saturday, May 4, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Unionville Village Hall, 6456 Merry St.
*Gagetown Village will host a collection from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-

day, Aug. 3, at the DPW garage parking lot at 4771 Gilford St.
The tire collections were organized in an effort to eliminate breeding

sites for mosquitos, and are made possible through funding from the
Tuscola County Mosquito Abatement program. The events are limited
to Tuscola County residents only.
Citizens can drop off up to seven tires, which cannot be taller than 48

inches in height or wider than 12 inches. Tires need to be clean and not
attached to an axle. And, those participating in the collection should
bring their own help to unload tires.

More information is available by calling (989) 672-1673 or emailing
recycling@tuscolacounty.org.

4-H workshop slated May 4
UBLY — Huron County 4-H will host its 4-H Beef Nutrition and Show-
manship Workshop Saturday, May 4, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at Murray
Farms, Ubly. Participants are advised to dress appropriately for the
weather.

This workshop is for youth ages eight and up who are involved in or
interested in learning more about the beef project area, whether they
are a beginner or first-time exhibitor. 4-H leaders and adults who want
to learn more about the beef project area are also welcome to attend.
Topics to be covered include beef nutrition and fundamentals of show-

manship.
While there is no charge for the workshop, registration is required by

contacting the MSU Extension Office at (989) 269-9949 (ext. 604) by
4:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 30.

Livestock group event slated
BAD AXE — The Huron County Small Livestock Association will be
hosting a fundraiser dinner today (Wednesday) at the Pasta House in
Kinde from 4 to 7 p.m. The organization will also have a silent auction
at the dinner.

Tickets can be purchased at the door. More information is available
by contacting Al Kuhn at (989) 550-2991.

Teen, adult volunteers needed
THUMB – This year’s Thumb Area 4-H Camp is scheduled for Mon-
day, July 1, through Wednesday, July 3, at Camp Cavell in Lexington.
With the ever-growing number of campers each year, the 4-H Camp
Committee is looking for both teens and adults (males and females) to
assist with the camp.

Both female and male 4-H teens ages 15 to 19 are needed to serve as
counselors. No prior experience is necessary – 4-H officials provide
training – but candidates must be responsible and respectable teens will-
ing to work with younger youth ages nine to 14.

Adult volunteers/chaperones are needed to stay overnight and assist
with all aspects of Thumb Area 4-H Camp such as setting up before and
after meals and helping with various activities. All adult volunteers must
have completed the MSU Volunteer Selection Process.

The final training is scheduled for Sunday, June 30, at Camp Cavell.
More information is available by contacting Patti Errer, 4-H program
coordinator, MSU Extension - Huron County, at (989) 269-9949 (ext.
609) or via email at errerpat@msu.edu.

Canfield among award winners
LANSING — As part of National Public Health Week, 15 individuals
and organizations, including a former state lawmaker from the Thumb,
were recently presented with the 2019 Jean Chabut Health Policy
Champion awards for their contributions to protecting and improving
the health of Michigan residents.
Among those honored with the 2019 Jean Chabut Health Policy Cham-

pion awards were Senator John Bizon, Dr. Edward J. “Ned” Canfield,
Rep. Abdullah Hammoud, Rep. Kevin Hertel, Rep. Jon Hoadley and
Rep. Hank Vaupel.
Canfield (R-Sebewaing) formerly represented the 84th District, com-

prised of Tuscola and Huron counties.
In 2018, this group of legislators worked together to pass a bi-partisan

bill package designed to decrease stigma, increase access to care, and
bring the public health code in line with current science for HIV.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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the water issue can be worked
out,” Hoagland said of Thursday’s
meeting.

“We didn’t have much time to
present our case, but I feel we did
a good job of doing that with the
time allotted,” Hoagland added.

To hurry the meeting along, the
committee asked county represen-
tatives for more information and
documentation to make their case.

“It’s basically getting together
about the same information that
we did previously when the state
decided to keep the hospital here,”
Hoagland noted. “We already
have a file that is several inches
thick from before we presented to
the state for them to keep the cen-
ter here. We will continue to build
on that and more forward.”

Dr. Edward J. “Ned” Canfield, a
former state representative serving
Tuscola and Huron counties, has
indicated he’s cautiously opti-
mistic the checks and balances of
the three branches of government
— legislative, executive and judi-
cial — will enable the county to
prevail in its effort.

Canfield explained the governor
and director of the Department of
Health and Human Services can
submit proposals, but it is the Leg-
islature that approves funding and
where buildings will be located.

“Former governor Snyder al-
ready agreed to spend $115 mil-
lion on building a hospital in
Caro,” Canfield said. “To do any-
thing else with the allocated $115
million to build a 225,000-square-
foot hospital in Caro, it would
have to go back before the legis-
lators.”

State Rep. Phil Green (R-
Millington), who was elected to
Canfields 84th District seat in No-
vember, agrees, judging com-

Continued from page one.

County reps take hospital case to Lansing
ments he shared with a small
group of Cass City residents while
holding an “office hours” gather-
ing at Rawson Memorial District
Library.
“When it comes right down to it,

it’s up to the Legislature,” Green
said, adding lawmakers approved
and then-Gov. Rick Snyder signed
into law the provisions for con-
struction of the new psychiatric
hospital in Caro.

The governor has the right to
pause projects to ensure they are
being carried out properly, he
added, “but she does not have the
right to overturn laws she doesn’t
like.”
Time is also a key factor, accord-

ing to Green. He noted there are
currently 125 people on a waiting
list to be admitted to a Michigan
psychiatric hospital. For those in-
dividuals, there are basically two
options; admission to a medical
hospital, which will be paid only
$100 to care for them, and incar-
ceration in a jail, which costs
thousands of dollars, explained
Green, who serves as a member
on the House Appropriations
Committee, including vice chair
of the subcommittee on Health
and Human Services,

“And are they getting the care
they need? No. So, the state needs
(psychiatric) beds. They need 200
beds,” he said, adding he believes
construction will resume in the
fall in Caro “because it’s the most
expedient way to get 200 new
beds.”

Repercussions stemming from
state officials’ actions and internal
communications are already being
felt in some areas of the Thumb,
including the housing market.

Judy King, an associate broker
with Osentoski Realty Inc. in
Caro, said she’s had two property
deals fail because of the news

about the Caro Center.
“One customer who was going to

buy a building in Caro has now
decided to hold off,” said King.
“Another one — a doctor in an-
other state — sold his house to
move to Caro. Now, he is not be-
cause of this.
“I think that is happening to other

(realty) companies as well in the
area,” she added.

When the story reporting the
MDHHS emails first broke,
Speaker of the House Lee Chat-
field along with Green and 31st
District state Senator Kevin Daley
(R-Lum) all expressed their dis-
pleasure over the news, with
Green saying he was “appalled at
the departments, that they would
boldface lie to us. This whole
pausing on building the Caro Cen-
ter reeks of politics.”
“This is pure executive overreach

and it is not Director Gordon’s job
to approve funding or influence
opinions — especially when the
result clearly puts rural communi-
ties at a disadvantage,” Daley
said. “The Caro Psychiatric Cen-
ter has served patients in the mid-
Michigan area for over 100 years,
and directly impacts over 700 jobs
in the Tuscola County community.
We cannot let the department con-
tinue to toy with our state’s mental
health services or the economic
prosperity of a rural community
that is already struggling.”

The Caro Center is the second
largest employer in the county.
Aside from jobs, the facility has
an economic impact on the region
estimated at some $54 million.
The state has already spent about

$3 million between drafting blue-
prints for the 200-bed facility and
demolishing buildings to make
way for new construction.

Editor Tom Montgomery con-
tributed to this report.

shrinking, and when you take a
market away from a prolific pro-
ducer you create stockpiles of
food that have nowhere to go,” he
explained.

“The U.S. population is stable,
and so it is those increasing mar-
kets abroad that we look to for
selling our crops.

“As crop prices plummet, input
costs — including land — con-
tinue to rise, it has been very dif-
ficult for growers to make a
living. In some instances, it is
causing farmers to sell or rethink
whether to continue their opera-
tions,” Milligan said. “Growers
want to farm, so they need to
make a return on their investment
in order to stay in production.
Sound trade deals and access to
global markets can help us
achieve this goal and run a suc-
cessful business.
“Simply put, we need more mar-

ket access abroad, and more trade
deals like the U.S.-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA).
Agriculture is…important to not
only me and my family, but to all
of Michigan’s economy and citi-
zens. The agriculture industry in
the Great Lakes State is worth
$101 billion a year and employs
932,000 people.”

In wheat alone, Michigan pro-
duces 50 million bushels a year
worth $390 million to the state’s
economy. State and national sta-
tistics estimate nearly 8,000 wheat
farmers grow a crop for Michi-
gan’s five major millers, who have
been around for 150 years. Those
millers in turn sell to the many
final users in the Great Lakes re-
gion, including cereal and cracker
companies.

“In addition to the Great Lakes
region, there are other users across
the United States, but the markets
that don’t get enough attention are
those markets abroad,” Milligan
said. “A lot of the wheat we pro-
duce in this country is exported to
Mexico and other countries. In
fact, agricultural exports account
for 22,800 jobs in our state alone.”
Milligan said roughly 63 percent

of the wheat crop Michigan ex-
ports goes to Mexico and Canada.

Both countries are vital trade
partners that benefit farms across
the country, according to Zippy
Duvall, American Farm Bureau
president.

“Traditionally, about 25 percent
of all our farm products, by value,
are exported to other nations,”
Duvall said in an opinion piece
published in The Hill in late Feb-
ruary. “While that key measure-
ment speaks volumes about the
demand for U.S. farm products in

Continued from page one.

Milligan: Congress needs to ratify trade pact

the international marketplace,
nowhere is our advantage clearer
than in our two markets closest to
home.

“USMCA will not only help se-
cure the gains for U.S. agriculture
made under the previous North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA), but according to a
study…by Purdue University,
USMCA could also increase U.S.
net exports to Canada and Mexico
by another $454 million,” said
Duvall, who pointed out USMCA
would benefit a variety of produc-
ers — building new market access
for dairy and poultry products, for
example.
“U.S. farmers and ranchers have

worked hard to build markets and
be reliable suppliers to both (Mex-
ico and Canada),” Duvall said.
“Now it’s up to Congress to seal
the deal by ratifying USMCA in a
timely manner.”

Milligan agreed. “It’s now time
for Congress to call for a vote and
ratify the deal,” he said.

“I’m proud to be a farmer and I
want future generations of Milli-
gans to be able to farm, too. That’s
why I’m strongly backing the
U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement.
It updates…NAFTA and locks in
our access to the Mexican market
while improving the wheat grad-
ing system in Canada,” he added.

development of 226 acres of land that included the former prison camp
and part of the psychiatric hospital property.

The property is being offered in three parcels, including a 113-acre
tract that is part of the Caro Center, bordered by M-81, Chambers Road
to the west and the Cass River to the east and south.
The second parcel totals about 40 acres and is part of the former Camp

Tuscola. It is bordered by the Cass River on the west and Chambers
Road on the east, north and south.
The third property totals roughly 73 acres, is part of the former prison

land, and is bordered by the Cass River on the north and west, and pri-
vately-owned land on the south and Chambers Road on the east.
All of the land is in Indianfields Township.

“The Michigan Land Bank received four proposals for acquisition/de-
velopment of the Tuscola-Caro property,” said Gabby Abel, communi-
cations manager for the Talent and Economic Development
Department.
“Members from the Michigan Land Bank (recently) met with the local

advisory committee and had applicants present their proposals. The land
bank is currently reviewing the proposals.”

According to Abel, two proposals were received for area one, one pro-
posal was received for area three, one proposal was received for all
three areas, and there were no proposals received for area two.

“Priority will be given to projects that create taxable value and create
jobs for Tuscola County,” Burgett said.

The mission of the Michigan Land Bank is “to promote economic
growth through the acquisition, assembly and disposal of public prop-
erty, including tax reverted property, in a coordinated manner to foster
the development of that property, and to promote and support land bank
operations at the county and local levels.”

Continued from page one.
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State officials moving forward
with plan to sell land in county
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THE SKY WAS clear and

sunny, but a brisk wind

provided for chilly condi-

tions Saturday morning

as about 300 Cass City

area youngsters, parents

and grandparents turned

out for the third annual

Easter egg hunt at the

football field in Cass City.

Hundreds of eggs were

placed on the field, sepa-

rated for various age

groups, ensuring all the

kids went home with a

bag full of treats. The

Cass City Missionary

Church organizes and

hosts the holiday event.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

The retirement of Jay Green as dean of students in the Kingston School
District will relieve Supt. Matt Drake of some duties.
When Green retired in February after 30 years in education, the board

of education agreed to hire and have a high school principal in place
when school starts next fall, resulting in a shift of some duties away
from Drake.

In the interim, social studies/history teacher Matt Seaman will fill in
as dean of students until the end of this school year, and Jessica Culbert
has taken over Seaman’s classroom for the remainder of the year.

“Jay was dean of students when I came here. He kind of ran the day-
to-day operations of the school, but he didn’t do teacher evaluations or
some of the other high school duties so I did,” Drake said following a
recent board of education meeting. “I had been doing teacher evalua-
tions as superintendent and as high school principal, and those duties
along with school improvement and evaluations will now be dealt with
by the new high school principal.”
The salary for dean of students is about $66,500 a year. The new high

school principal position posting has a pay range of $78,000 to $85,000.

Also, Drake noted the district, including the staff and school board, is
proud of its girls basketball team for making it to the state quarterfi-
nals.
“That was pretty exciting for us. We had never made it that far before,”

he noted. “There were only four Class D schools left, and we only lost
by two points.”
Even though Green retired, he will still be active in the school district

as coach of the girls’ basketball team.
“He didn’t retire from that,” said Drake. “He is going to keep coaching

as long as he wants to.”

In other business, the school board discussed making the drug Narcan
available should school officials ever face an opioid overdose. Drake
suggested having a Narcan nasal spray device placed in a school AED
(automated external fibrillator) box, and Trustee Kristen Misener said
there should be designated individuals authorized to administer the
emergency drug due to liability.

Kingston Village President Cory Skinner, who was in attendance at
the meeting, voiced concerns about blood-borne pathogens and poten-
tial violent reactions from a person coming out of an opioid overdose.

Following discussion, the board decided more research is needed be-
fore the district becomes a Narcan holding site.

It was also pointed out that there is a recall on certain AED devices
and that will be looked into as well.

Due to past meeting cancellations as a result of inclement weather, the
board conducted its annual reorganization meeting.
The board elected the following officers for the school year: President

Dave Kolacz, Vice President Scott Neff, Secretary Jeff Long and Treas-
urer Jason Koehler. The board also voted to continue meeting at 7 p.m.

Kingston School Board
gearing up to hire new
high school principal
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2017 Chevrolet Equinox
Premier AWD

2016 Chevrolet Equinox 
LT

2016 Chevrolet Malibu 
LT

2014 Chevrolet Impala 
2LT

2016 Chevrolet Silverado 
LT

2017 Chevrolet Colorado 
Z71

GREAT DEAL GREAT DEAL

GREAT DEAL GREAT DEAL

GREAT DEAL GREAT DEAL

 

• Leather
• Heated Seats
• Navigation
• Remote Start

NOW
$285/mo

 

• Heated Seats
• Power Liftgate
• Remote Start

NOW
$230/mo

9221A

 

• Leather
• Bose
• Heated Seats
• Remote Start

NOW
$239/mo

9320A

 

• Bose
• Advanced Safety 
 Pakg
• Remote Start
• Leatherette Trim

NOW
$232/mo

8411A

 

• All Star Edition
• 4x4
• Trailering Pkg

NOW
$366/mo

9063A

 

• Bose
• Running Boards
• Line-X Bed Liner
• 4x4

NOW
$372/mo

8530A

www.curtisgarberchevrolet.com

Visit our used car showroom at 700 N. State St. or give us a 
call at 989.673.2171 to schedule your next test drive!

(989) 673-2171
700 N. State St. • Caro

CURTIS GARBER 
CHEVROLET  CADILLAC

SALES TEAM

MARK 
CURTIS

DAN
CURTIS

JOHN 
MERZ

JAMES 
LOPEZ

ANDREW 
MARTINEZ

SHAWN
KING

Erika 
Jeffrey

9095A

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra 
*W.A.C. - finance terms vary, see dealer for details

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra 
*W.A.C. - finance terms vary, see dealer for details

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra 
*W.A.C. - finance terms vary, see dealer for details

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra 
*W.A.C. - finance terms vary, see dealer for details

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra 
*W.A.C. - finance terms vary, see dealer for details

*Payments based on 10% down, tax, tag, doc fees are extra 
*W.A.C. - finance terms vary, see dealer for details
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FIVE JUNIOR members of the Cass City FFA chapter

traveled to Michigan State University Friday to partic-

ipate in state career development events. They are Alexis

Kile (agronomy), Kiernan Schaller (agronomy), Dona-

van Loomis (agronomy), Trysten Gruber (land conser-

vation) and Cameron Owen (land conservation).

Kingston Schools chips
away at making up days
missed to winter storms

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Kingston School officials are continuing to make calendar adjustments
to offset a portion of 15 missed days of classes this school year due to
inclement weather.
Officials cancelled a scheduled countywide professional development

day March 1 to make up for one day, and a second will be reclaimed
Monday, April 22.
The original calendar called for students to have April 19 through April

22 off. Good Friday is the 19th, and that will remain as a no-school day
for students, but students will now have to return to class on Monday,
April 22.

School officials have also moved up the end of the third marking pe-
riod in order to make the last two quarters more even.
In other district matters, elementary Principal Justin Diegel and fourth-

grade teacher Andrea Van Camp have applied for grant funds to create
a community and school garden. They received a $1,000 grant to pur-
chase materials and will be creating a garden of edible plants. The plan
is to use the space where the old part of the elementary school building 
was demolished as the area for a garden.

Another Kingston educator, science teacher Melinda Freeland, re-
ceived a $1,000 grant to have her students conduct a study of agriculture
soils.

Also, Kingston School officials recently named longtime volunteer
Janette Kratz as the district’s Thumb Meet of Champions Friend of
Youth award nominee.

School board vacancy

School officials are seeking someone interested in filling a vacancy
on the district’s board of education.
“Trustee Scott Boyl resigned. He has moved out of the district. There-

fore, he cannot serve on the school board,” explained Drake.
The term expires in 2024 and must be filled by May 1. Interested can-

didates must apply in writing.
For more information or to apply, contact Drake via email at

mdrake@kingstonk12.org, or by mail to: Matt Drake, 5790 State St,
Kingston MI, 48741. The application deadline is Thursday, April 18th.
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Gary Bader   989-553-0236

Buying or Selling?

Call for all your real 
estate needs
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How do we end hunger?

AN ESTIMATED 50 people representing a broad

cross-section of the community — adults, teenagers

and others, including area pastors along with gov-

ernment and agency representatives — gathered at

the Cass City United Methodist Church Saturday

for the first-ever Cass City Hunger Summit organ-

ized by area teens Addy Battel and Pearl Daskam

(pictured below, from left, with state Senator Kevin

Daley) with assistance from MSU Extension offi-

cials. The event encouraged participants to explore

ways to fight hunger locally by matching individual

and organization strengths with the need. (Photos

courtesy of Kate Van Auken)


